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mallows were roasting when suddenly
one of the attendees stood up, pointed
up into the southeast sky and
shouted, “What is that?”

CHUCK BARNES, head natu-
ralist at the Troy Farm and Nature
Center, described what they saw.

“It was glowing like a spiral pin-
wheel standing on end and moving on
a line frum southeast w northwest,”
he said Wednesday.

“We first saw it about 40 degrees
up from the horizon. It appeared to be
about five or six times larger than a
full moon.”

At first, it looked like a single
landing light from a plane as seen
through a fog or thin patch of clouds,
he said. It had a bright point and
seemed as though it was coming to-
ward the group. A little later, it8 tail
seemed to be wrapped around it like a
ove-arm spiral galaxy. Then it faded
and drifted away, Barnes said.

Sherman Larsen, director of the
Center for UFO Studies in Glenview,
11l., said his group received telephone
reports Wednesday morning from
Elkhart, Ind., and Chicago. “In each
case, witnesses said an object ap-
peared to have exploded in the sky
and then moved into a cloud,” he said.

SOME SPECULATED it was a
satellite or rocket release of barium
gas, used to study the upper atmo-
sphere. But workers at Cape Canaver-
al, Fla., the North American Aero-
space Defense Command in Colorado

* Springs, Culo., and the NASA facility
at Wallops Island, Va,, all confirmed
there were no launches Tucsday.

Tom Smith, chief of interpretive
gervices for Huron Clinton Metro-
parks, saw the object with binoculars

and photographed it outside his home

in Romeo. *1t was a spiral cloud with a
starlike object to its left emitting a jet
of gas which I suspect was the origin
of the spiral cloud,” Smith said. “The
starlike vbject, 1 would suspect, was a
spacecralt either dumping waste or

adjusting its orbit.”

Ed Weiler, NASA’s chief of as-

tronomy in Washington, disagreed.

“I'he direction being described
would mean the object, if it were in
space, would be in a polar orbit,” he
said. “Neither we or the Russians
have any manned vehicles in polar
orbit, %o the waste water dump idea
would be incorrect. They could have
seen an unmanned craft using maneu-
vering jets, but the speed suggests it
was un event occuring in the atmo-

sphere and not in space.”

OTHERS THOUGHT it might
be u satellite breaking up in the

atmosphere.

Responded Capt. Sigmund Adams,
media relations staff officer for the
Aeruspace Defense Command, which
tracks satellites: “We didn't show uny
scheduled space objecls o re-enter
the atmosphere al that date and time
and location. Right now, that’s all we
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A Royal Canadian Mounted
the U.S. Embassy in Ottawa.

Police officer prepares a robot to nhandlé a susSpociol Uuiliv Yutaies:
The package was found to be harmless.

Mystery light show provides a bonus for stargazers

Sky

From page 1A
ing or seeing things. Some of them
were very terrified over it right after it
happened. Some said they smelled
something like gunpowder.” : AT OHIO’S Bowling Green State
The object was seen by Detroit University, physics and astronomy
skywatchers who had gathered at the  Professor Ronald Stuner said he sus-
Troy Outdoor Education Center's pected the display was touched off by

been a Perseid meteor train “that
became distorted by upper atmo-
sphere winds. But that's just a wild

guess.”

the Perseid meteor shower.

A Cornell University astronomy
professor also said it was most proba-
bly related to the Perseid meteor
shower, but she also said it may have
been a trick of Light.

The Associated Press contributed to
this story.

o i 5

farm for an outdoor lecture and a look

at the apnual Perseid meteor shower.

The carmprire was blazing and marsh-

mallows were roasting when suddenly
_ one of the attendees stood up, pointed
up into the southeast sky and
shouted, “What is that?”
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CHUCK BARNES, head natu-
ralist at the Troy Farm and Nature
Center, described what they saw.

“Jt was glowing like a spiral pin-
wheel standing on end and moving on
a line from southeast t northwest,”
he said Wednesday.

“We first saw it about 40 degrees
up from the horizon. It appeared to be
about five or six times larger than a
full moon.”

At first, it looked like a single
landing light from a plane as seen
through a fog or thin patch of clouds,

he said. It had a bright point and

‘uor3danp

ue ‘pn()p

Paytjuapiun
Yilou wagy £

yay

9ABY PIN0Y 31 pIBS ‘JaWOUGIIse uesdl
“Yo1N JO A1siaatun e ‘uopnoy wiy

B 31 alow sem 3d9(qo

9Y ], "183mMYyInos 03 958

asoddo ue ui pasow g1

F

8y3 ssoude funeipes

uryy eyi payoo;
payead pue g| pue

WS

S

paiejaa
[1qissod ay p,

"3101yaa 3y yum Zuoim
13Y) pies 13juad

.elu!qsa'ﬂaue 1, S,uedep ju s
jares asauedep mou

0 3dedg

Any usamg
[e1dyjo ng

Yoym ‘1emoys

‘I!W!SS!P alam om;
Juawwod M3Ip os]e

W Plasiag oy 0y

Butaq 04N #y1 Jo Aun

B Jo ainjrey
a.xalu_

Y1 sem 31 uonendads sem
.1 Uo asey

B3 ‘mou ythy 'u

awmn pue aep jey) je assy

13ju3-31 0) §}2af

017820] pue
dsowje ayy

01

-

-8q 8&INdd0 A|Bnuus
0933w ay], -ie
3y3 ysnoyy uaaa
13M0YQ 10972
3uyiou sem 3

am (e s

(qo douds pajnpayos

JUPIP 3Ay., 1331|3185 s)0R1)

puswwoy) asu

Aue moys )
yorym *

seemed as though it was coming to-

9)9(] ddedsosay
SuOlBjaI RIpaUI

D papuodsay
3Jaydsow) e

HL SHIHLO

Iyealq ajaws ® aq
« 928ds Ul J0u pue aiayds

‘aq: 40j 1321j0 Jyers
swepy punw#ig -1de
WAHw 3 THONO

8yl ul dn Awu

ward the group. A little later, its tail
seemed to be wrapped around it like a
oue-arm spiral galaxy. Then it faded
and drifted away, Barnes said.
Sherman Larsen, director of the
Center for UFO Studies in Glenview,
1L, said his group received telephone
reports Wednesday morning from
Elkhart, Ind., and Chicago. “In each
case, witnesses said an object ap-
peared to have exploded in the sky
and then moved into a cloud,” he said.

SOME SPECULATED it wasa
satellite or rocket release of barium
gas, used to study the upper atmo-
sphere. But workers at Cape Canaver-
al, Fla., the North American Aero-
space Defense Command in Colorado

* Springs, Culo., and the NASA facility
at Wallops Island, Va., all confirmed
there were no launches Tucsday.

Tom Smith, chief of interpretive
gervices for Huron Clinton Metro-
parks, saw the object with binoculars

and photographed it outside his home
in Romeo. “It wasa spiral cloud with a
starlike object o its left emitting a jet
of gas which [ suspect was the origin
of the spiral cloud,” Smith said. “The
starlike object, I would suspect, was a
spacecralt either dumping waste or
adjusting its orbit.”
Ed Weiler, NASA’s chief of as-
tronomy in Washington, disagreed.
“'he direction being described
would mean the object, if it were in
space, would be in a polar orbit,” he
said. “Neither we or the Russians
have any manned vehicles in polar
orbit, %0 the waste water dump idea
would be incorrect. They could have
seen an unmanned craft using maneu-
vering jets, but the speed suggests it
was un event occuring in the atmo-
unhere and not 1n space.”
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